Pakistan - Cotton crop estimate slashed to 11.6 million bales
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The country has failed to achieve the production target of cotton for 2007-08, sources in the Food Ministry told Business Recorder here on Monday. 

Sources said that in Cotton Crop Assessment Committee (CCAP) meeting held here on Sunday, it was announced that the estimated crop of cotton achieved by the country is 11.6 million bales while the revised target for 2007-08 was 12.8 million bales. So, the country has a shortfall of 1.2 million bales. 

In 2006-07, the cotton crop achieved is 13 million bales while this year, the estimated crop production is 11.6 million bales clearly indicating a difference of nearly 11 percent. The cotton production in Punjab is recorded 8.9 million bales while including the contribution of NWFP and the total cotton production estimates in Sindh and Balochistan is recorded 2.7 million bales. 

Sources disclosed that every year the country has to import 2 to 2.5 million bales while 0.5-0.6 million bales are exported. "The overall requirement of cotton by the industry is 15 million bales", they informed. The furious attacks of Cotton Leaf Curl Virus (CLCV), mealy bug, the government's negligence about the import of pesticides and the production of less resistant varieties of cotton may be contributed to be the main reason behind the crop reduction. 

In 2006-07, the symptoms of CLCV were recorded on 70 percent spots of the cotton crop while in 2007-08, this attack increased to 71 percent. The attack was four times intense as ever before while attack of mealy bug on the crop this year was six times higher than 2006. 

The sources said that the damage caused by CLCV is about 60-67 percent while by mealy bug 30-35 percent to the total loss. On the other hand, the shortage of pesticides at the time of the attacks was other main reason behind this loss. 

Sources told this scribe that the government should have arranged the pesticides by importing them immediately at the time of attacks of mealy bug and CLCV but at that time, the market was showing an extreme shortage of pesticides just because of hoarding. The government is claiming to introduce the Bt cotton variety to save the crop but all of its claims have proved to be false. 

This clearly shows that if the situation remained the same and the attacks of CLCV and the mealy bug remained uncontrollable along with the shortage of essential pesticides, then the farmers will be left with no other option except to grow any other crop instead of cotton. 

The government's negligence about the import of pesticides has already made the country to produce less cotton as compared to 2006-07. The share of agriculture sector in GDP is 21 percent. Similarly, the contribution of cotton that is a major cash crop will affect the GDP growth. 
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