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In order to create awareness about Mealy bug menace among farmers, the district administration has decided to chalk out a comprehensive awareness drive.

SDM K.P.S. Mahi (extreme left) informing the farmers about the ways to tackle the Mealy bug in Bathinda on Wednesday. Tribune photo: Malkiat Singh


In order to create awareness about Mealy bug menace among farmers, the district administration has decided to chalk out a comprehensive awareness drive. 

Under this campaign, farmers will be informed about ways and means to tackle Mealy bug during cotton off-season.


Experts from the Punjab Agricultural University, Ludhiana, state agriculture department, village panchayats, youth clubs and other government departments would be part of this campaign. 


A meeting in this regard, which was chaired by deputy commissioner Rahul Tewari, was held last evening.


The white, persistent Mealy bug, also called chitti bhoondi by farmers, is considered deadlier than the American bollworm and has not responded to the extensive spraying of pesticides by farmers.

Gurdwaras of Bathinda villages would also be involved in control of Mealy bug menace in the cotton belt. 


The speakers of Gurdwaras will educate the farmers for the proper control of the Mealy bug. 


The proliferation of weeds like Congress grass (Parthenium hysterophorus), which mainly grows in or around cotton fields, banks of water channels and wastelands, is a major host of the pest.


“If the farmers want to eradicate the menace, this weed should be removed from in and around the fields. We have constituted 10 teams, which will monitor the crops and visit all the villages in Bathinda block, to inform the farmers about the ways to eradicate this pest,’’ Gurmit Singh Buttar, director, Punjab Agricultural University Regional Research Station, Bathinda said. 


In the February assembly elections in Punjab, the victory of the Congress in assembly seats from the once Akali Dal stronghold of Malwa was credited to the two years of success of the genetically modified Bt (Bacillus thuringiensis) cotton crop with its bumper yields and returns. 


But in the first cotton season after the Akalis took over in Punjab, the mealy bug has wreaked devastation in Malwa’s fields.


The Bt cotton protects the crop only against one pest and cotton is attacked by almost 165 pests. 


This raises the chances of a resurgence of secondary pests and farmers end up spraying the same quantity of pesticide on their crop as they did earlier. 

The emergence of the mealy bug as a Bt cotton pest in Punjab also appears to be a case of secondary pest resurgence, and no amount or type of pesticide has been able to control it. 


Last month, a high-powered committee constituted by the Union Ministry of Agriculture also visited village Balluana to ascertain the ground realities regarding the impact of Mealy bug.

